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Congratulations on TADRA’s 
first Scholarship winner! 

 Ryan Norsworthy 
He rode and completed 75 miles at 
Frigid Digit. Rode and completed 
50 miles at Bluebonnet and rode 
and completed 50 miles at Moon 

Me! 
 

Great job Ryan!  
******************************* 
 

Bluebonnet Classic 2007  
set for May 12, 2007 
Region 9 50/100 mile  
Championship Ride 

       Texas Summer! 
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TADRA 2006 Officers/Directors:  
 
Charles Bass. President  
 
Eddie Spurgeon, Vice Presi-
dent  
 
Trish Dutton, Treasurer  
 
Nicki Lawson, Secretary  
 
Bill West, Past President 

Advertising Rates 
Full Page—$15 
Half Page—$8. 
1/4 page——$4 
Business Card—$2. 
Classifieds  .10 per word 
Members in good standing get one free classi-
fied per newsletter not to exceed 30 words. 
(also goes on web site) 
 
Make checks payable to TADRA 
Mail to; 
TADRA 13033 Stonebridge Rd Argyle, Tx 
76226 

 
 
 
Horses qualified as Al Khamsa horses comprise only two (2) % of registered Arabian horses 
in the US. Al Khamsa is an umbrella group designating horses  
who can reasonably be assumed to descend from bedouin bred Arab horses, the  
ORIGINAL ARABS. 
 
There are several sub-groups that fall under the Al Khamsa umbrella. Most are Egyptian 
Arabians. Another small, but well-preserved group is Davenports--- horses descended from 
a group brought from Syria by Homer Davenport in the first decade of the 1900s. 
 
The smallest group under the AK umbrella is the BLUE STAR horses, and a sub-group of 
BLUE STARS is the straight Sa'ud desertbred at ANTIQUE ARABIAN  
STUD... all ancestors imported from the bedouin of Saudi Arabia or the King's herd in the 
1950s. 
 
See the REAL horses for yourself (fewer than 150 in North America.) Stand  
in a herd of 40 of these rare animals, very different from the show oriented  
breeding programs of the West. Visit, whether looking to buy or not.  
903-848-9425 www.AntiqueArab.com Booths 
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Aug 05—Mid-Summer 
Night`s Madness 25/50 
Clayton, OK Katrina 
Mosshammer 
(ammosshammer@hotmail.
com) 580-298-2845   10941 
Cherokee Way, Lexington, OK 
73051  
 
Sept 02—Unicorn Hunt I 
25/50/100 
Davy Crockett National Forest 
David J. Fant 936-655-4048 
(sfant@possumwalkfarms.
com) RR 1 Box 141, Kennard, 
TX 75847 
 
Sept 03—Unicorn Hunt II 
25/50 
Davy Crockett National Forest 
David J. Fant 936-655-4048 
(sfant@possumwalkfarms.
com)  RR 1 Box 141, Kennard, 
TX 75847 
 
Sept 16— Movin On Up 50 
Okmulgee Game Management 
Area  Louise Burton  405-396-
2549 
(firedancefarms@prodigy.net)  
5220 Honey Creek Rd, Okmul-
gee, OK 74447 
 
Sept 23—Llano Estacado 
Challenge 25/50 
Lake Merideth Rec Area (Plum 
Creek), North of Amarillo TX;
Doug Blashill 806-622-8583  
 d.blashill@worldnet.att.net  
 

Sept 24—Llano Estacado 
Challenge 25/50 
Lake Merideth Rec Area (Plum 
Creek), North of Amarillo TX; 
Doug Blashill 806-622-8583  
 d.blashill@worldnet.att.net  
 
Oct 07—Indian Territory 
25/50 
Lake Oolagah OK  
Jane Huff 417-759-7441 
(huffyj@ipa.net) fax:417-759-
1373  496 W. Saddle Club Rd, 
Fair Grove, MO 65648  
 
Oct 27—LNB 25/50 
Davy Crockett National Forest, 
Kennard, TX 
Bo Parrish 936-222-0764 
(bop@valornet.com 
HC 2 Box 157, Kennard, TX 
75847  
 
Oct 28—Armadillo 25/50/100 
Davy Crockett National Forest, 
Kennard, TX 
Bo Parrish 936-222-0764 
(bop@valornet.com 
HC 2 Box 157, Kennard, TX 
75847  
 
Nov 04—Bell Cow Boogie 
30/50  
Bell Cow Lake, Chandler, OK 
Terri Chapman 
(rideatbellcow@yahoo.com) 
fax:405-231-3744 
 
 

Nov 11—Road Warrior I 50 
Van Zandt County near Canton, 
TX 
Linn Booth 903-848-9425 
(desertbred@hotmail.com) 
POB 224, Canton, TX 75103 
 
 
Nov 12—Road Warrior II  
30/50 
Van Zandt County near Canton, 
TX  Linn Booth 903-848-9425 
(desertbred@hotmail.com) 
POB 224, Canton, TX 75103 
 
Nov 24—Lone Star I  25/50  
Hill Country St Natural Area, 
Bandera TX 
Debbie Allen 281-431-2993 
(adiamond2@ev1.net) 7821 
County Road 383, Rosharon, 
TX 77583-3711  
 
Nov 25—Lone Star II  25/50  
Hill Country St Natural Area, 
Bandera TX 
Debbie Allen 281-431-2993 
(adiamond2@ev1.net) 7821 
County Road 383, Rosharon, 
TX 77583-3711  

  Central Region Ride Calendar 
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TADRA Minutes 
July 4, 2006 

 
 
 
Meeting was called to order at Margaret & Ed Eddings home (Linda Spurgeons mom & dad) in 
Wortham, TX at 1:45pm. This was the clubs annual pool party.  
Charles wished a Happy Birthday to Linda Spurgeon and everyone else with July birthdays. 
Minutes from the June 3rd meeting were read and, with three corrections, were approved. 

1.   Change Bass home to Bass/Weatherford home 
2.   Change ride reports received to comments received 
3.   Change delegate meeting to election of delegates. 
 

Membership report:  77 Regular AHA, 5 Jr., &15 Assoc. Total of 97 members. 
 
Treasurer report: None 
Committee reports:  Frigid Digit report without the Forrest Service expenses.  
                                    Income: $9128.77    Expenses: $5020.68   Total Income: $4108.09 
                                     
Bluebonnet 2007 report:  The AERC & AHA sanction forms have been sent in for the ride to be May 
12,2007. The AERC ride will be 25,50, and 100 miles. The AHA portion will be the 50 & 100.  There 
will be five vets. Dennis Seymore will be head vet, Carter Housnel, Valerie Bixler, 4th and 5th to be an-
nounced.  Entry forms are completed.  
 
Charles will purchase new clocks for the rides. 
There was a motion made and 2nd to have the ride names, Bluebonnet and Frigid Digit Registered. Eddie 
will check into the possibility of having this done. 
Carla Jo raised the question of holding an FEI qualifying ride.  It was discussed and decided that Carla 
would do some more research on the subject before any decision was made. 
 
Sponsorship: 
TADRA will send $400.00 to the Black Stallion Literacy Program. 
 
Next meeting will be August 12, 4pm. in Red Oak at the Bass/Weatherford home.   This will be the 
election of delegates meeting. 
There will be an after Holiday party on Jan.6, 2007 (first weekend after New Years) at Richland Cham-
bers Lake. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:55pm. 
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FOR SALE / possible trade  
* PROVEN Broodmares- Pol-
ish and CMK- daughters of 
Racing Hall of Fame Arabians  
Sams Wings has two 100 mile 
winner/BC sons, Glamour 
Glitter has two LD sons  
* 15.2h+ '97 Russian cross 
gelding, powerful mover, 
ready for training level dres-
sage  
* 14.3h '96 Polish cross mare, 
training nicely. Siblings, top 
and bottom excel at AERC 
and track  
Call Kathleen (870)591-6212 
Sunnyland@mvtel.net 
 
For Sale– young stallion. 
Aladdin grandson. Strong Pol-
ish pedigree. Very athletic 
and very pretty. Gorgeous 
head & eye. Carol (972)932-
8734 
 
For Sale—Performance 
proven lines  
www.TheOriginalSeries.com  
Becky Huffman 817/558-7828 
  
 
Selling some great horses!! 
Go to Sales List at www.
AntiqueArab.com. Or come 
and visit the real farm. Spring 
is the best time and there are 
foals born and still expected. 
Linn, Edie, Thomas & Robin 
Booth 903-848-9425 

Stallions at Stud. Five CMK 
stallions, all excellent conforma-
tion, athletic, great bone and 
great moving.  Two golden chest-
nut with blonde manes & tails 
and flashy markings. One live 
chestnut, one big red chestnut 
and one grey. Also several won-
derful young geldings for sale. 
Goldencmk@aol.com  www.geo 
cities.com/goldencmk 

Popinjay (straight Davenport) 
 
 
Cypress Trails has conditioned 
and seasoned DJB endurance 
horses. Start the new season 
with a new horse all ready to go. 
Contact Darolyn at 1 800 228 
8768 or e mail, darolyn@swbell.
net. Private lessons and Endur-
ance Clinics also available. 
 
 

KM…. the human electro-
lyte that 100 mile riders 
swear by. If you get faint, 
crampy, or just exhausted 
during your ride, especially 
during the heat, this product 
will turn your “ride” around. 
$45 per bottle (includes ship-
ping) or pick it up from Daro-
lyn at the ride for $40. Call 1 
800 228 8768 or e mail daro-
lyn@swbell.net.  
 
 

Standing at Stud BLITZEN 
OF PICO (Pico Haat Shaat X 
Amizon of Pico) grey 1987 
CMK - Line breed Gulastra. 
16hh sweepstakes nomi-
nated, SCID clear, com-
pleted 420 endurance miles, 
sired champion, working 
cow, dressage, Endurance 
top ten recipients,hunter, 
pleasure offspring. Listed in 
AHW magazine as top ten 
Performance sire Scottsdale 
2001 and 2002.  
Contact Di Ryan 
dihopkins@fanninelectric.
com (903)583-7282 

                    Classifieds 
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Moon Me! 2006 25 Mile ** UNOFFICIAL ** Results 
52 Started / 44 Completed 
1st to Pulse Down: Laura Lund 
Best Conditioned Horse:  DJB R TSE Q 
 
               Rider's   Name     Division                                                                       Ride Time 
Placing  First       Last       Wt. or Jr.             Horse's Name                   Breed    or Pull Code 
1             Laura     Lund                    F            Xpressmale                        Arab                    3:01:00 
2             Nikki      Bridwell               L            K-one                                Arab                    3:01:01 
3             Vicki      Hudson                F            KD Kohlani                       Arab                    3:02:00 
4             Robert    Merris                  H           Real Neat                           Arab                    3:02:01 
5             Cecilia   Engquist               L            DJB R Tse Q                     Arab                    3:03:01 
6             Ann        Goolsby               L            Chief Aqua                        Arab                    3:06:00 
7             Wayne   Becker                 M           Leo Kan                             Arab                    3:13:00 
8             Melissa  Becker                 H           Sweet Talker                     Arab                    3:16:00 
9             Lauren   Ko                        F            Irish Red                            Arab                    3:17:00 
10           Billy       Kettler                 M           DC Bold Asam                  Arab                    3:17:01 
11           Autumn  Whitt                   F            TA Cyganska                    Arab                    3:30:00 
12           Ann        Kitzmiller            F            Duke                                  Grade                  3:39:00 
13           Al           Prescott                H           QT Lefty                           Arab                    3:47:00 
14           Anna      Diggs                   M           Reba                                  Anglo-Arab         3:48:00 
15           Manuela Merris                  L            Allakhazam                       Arab                    3:49:00 
16           Katie      Leslie                   JR          DJ                                      1/2 Arab               3:59:00 
17           Debbie   Quinn                   L            Flash Gordon WB             Arab                    3:59:00 
18           Patty      Israelson              M           Rocket Roulette                 Arab                    4:23:00 
19           Jordan    Israelson              JR          PA Artaxerxes                   Arab                    4:23:00 
20           Todd      Hezeau                 L            Ovations Fortunesa            Arab                    4:24:00 
21           Greg       Olson                   H           KD Krossfire                     Arab                    4:26:00 
22           Kris        Anderson             M           Gen's Special Ed                TWH                   4:41:00 
23           Erin        Katribe                 F            Belle                                  1/2 Arab               4:41:00 
24           Jim         Miller                   H           Taqua Chance                    Arab                    4:43:00 
25           Carla Jo  Bass                     H           Midnight Bay DBA +/       Arab                    4:44:00 
26           KathleenPrescott                M           Dakota                               Appy                   4:46:00 
27           Jackie     Prescott                JR          All the Glory                     1/2 Arab               4:46:00 
28           Shelia     Dale                     F            Blue                                   Spanish Mustang 4:56:00 
29           Gunn      Dale                     JR          Locomotive                       Spanish Mustang 4:56:00 
30           Gatlin     Dale                     JR          Scout                                 Spanish Mustang 4:56:00 
31           Gared     Dale                     M           Spotted Wolf                     Spanish Mustang 4:58:00 
32           Jennifer  Nice                     F            Rey De Amour                  Arab                    5:09:00 
33           Cleo       Craig                    M           Beauty                               Grade                  5:10:00 
34           Gail        Conway               H           Jans Pop A Top                 MFT                    5:11:00 
35           Kay        Conway               M           Fancys Midnight Magic    MFT                    5:11:00 
36           Selena    Copeland             L            HSC Sergeant Ptersk         Arab                    5:12:00 
37           Alexia    Cutaia                  JR          BTA Khalua Ncream         Arab                    5:12:00 
38           Emily     Spradlin               JR          Sameh Daalim                   Arab                    5:21:00 
39           Holly      Kociuba               L            Coca                                  Arab                    5:22:00 
40           Ella        Kociuba               JR          Socks                                 1/2 Arab               5:22:00 
41           Larry      Gill                      M           Eme's Sister                       TB                       5:24:00 
42           Maria     Berger                  M           ZE Ebony Sprite                Arab                    5:26:00 
43           Pete        Harper                 H           Black Jack                         TWH                   5:26:00 
44           Sue         Jones                    H           Express Male TA               Arab                    5:27:00 
DNF       Kristen   Fisher                   H           Omber Rose                      Arab                    L 
DNF       Val         Jaffe                     M           Suger Ridge Quigley         QH                      RO 
DNF       Zach       Jaffe                     JR          Midge                                Mule                    RO 
DNF       Cliff       Rutherford           H           Deals K Star                      Arab                    RO 
DNF       Bob        Mathis                 M           Valdeze                             Arab                    RO 
DNF       Valerie   Morgan                JR          Kneala                               Arab                    RO 
DNF       Linda     Large                   M           Grace                                 QH                      RO 
DNF       Carmen  Herbrandson        L            Kentucky Whiskey            RMSH                 RO 
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Moon Me! 2006 50 Mile ** UNOFFICIAL ** Results 
32 Started / 25 Completed 
1st to Finish: Elizabeth Russell 
Best Conditioned Horse:  DJB Double Trouble 
 
 
 
 
              Rider's   Name     Division                             Ride Time 
Place     First      Last       Wt. or Jr.             Horse's Name     Breed    or Pull Code 
1            Elizabeth             Russell  F            DJB Double Trouble         Arab       5:18:00 
2            Darolyn Butler                  M          DJB Mercy Merci             Arab       5:18:01 
3            Sandy    Olson                   F            DJB Wersus                      Arab       5:19:00 
4            Gail       Zeck                    L            HK Flashproof                  Arab       5:44:00 
5            Ceci       Butler-French      L            DJB Argonne HF               Arab       6:04:00 
6            Hank      Copeland             M          BA Bearcat                       Arab       6:11:00 
7            Cynthia  Mettes                 F            Seranata                             Arab       6:11:01 
8            Jennifer  Noblin                 F            LD Crystal Lite                 Arab       6:15:00 
9            Lisa       Skalski                 H           Einstein TA                       Arab       6:16:00 
10          Ryan      Norsworthy         M          Royal Simba                      Arab       7:36:00 
11          Khristin Seymore               L            HRZ Bask O Fire               Arab       7:36:01 
12          Robin     Timmons             M          Synjah                               Arab       7:58:00 
13          Jonni      Jewell                  H           Marquisesmichief              Arab       8:20:00 
14          Dolly     Miller                  F            Galantique                         Arab       8:20:01 
15          Bobby    Wallis                  H           Jezireh+                             Arab       8:43:00 
16          Alex       Wallis                  JR          KA Farohs Gold                Arab       8:43:01 
17          Jessica   Wallis                  F            Shadow of Gold                Arab       8:44:00 
18          Jackie    Hathhorn             L            JAC Natalie                       1/2 Arab 8:59:00 
19          Tracey   Smith                   H           Amira                                Grade     8:59:01 
20          Ann       McFarland           L            Santana                             Grade     9:10:00 
21          Kim       Reeves                 M          Casey O' Stubby                QH         9:10:01 
22          Matthew Urban                  JR          Priss                                  Arab       9:37:00 
23          Hope      Urban                  L            Rosie                                 1/2 Arab 9:37:01 
24          Mike      Meeuwsen           H           Arekab                              Arab       9:37:02 
25          Bill        Wicklund             H           Eagle's Thunder N Toby   Appy      10:11:00 
DNF      Anita     Waldrip               H           AW Desert Wind               Arab       L 
DNF      RJ          Wetzel                 H           DJB Abednegos Flame      Arab       L 
DNF      Debbie   Ager                    F            Frisia Tzaar                       Arab       L 
DNF      Laurue   Reynolds             L            DJB Tiffany                      Grade     L 
DNF      Clara      Glaze                   L            K-Six                                Arab       M 
DNF      Sylvia    Fant                     L            PWF Dakota                      Arab       RO 
DNF      Amanda Fant                     F            Little Miss Brat                 Arab       RO 

Good Luck to TADRA members 
Jonni Jewel and Dolly Miller at 
Tevis on August 5th! 
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The origin of the Arabian horse remains a zoological mys-
tery. Although this unique breed has had a distinctive na-
tional identity for centuries, its history nevertheless is full of 
subtleties, complexities, and contradictions.  
 
When we first encounter the Arabian horse, or the prototype 
of what is known today as the Arabian, he is somewhat 
smaller than his counterpart today. Otherwise he has essen-
tially remained unchanged throughout the centuries 
 
Authorities are at odds about where the Arabian horse origi-
nated. The subject is hazardous, for the archaeologist's spade 
and the shifting sands of time are constantly unsettling previ-
ously established thinking. There are certain arguments for 
the ancestral Arabian having been a wild horse in northern 
Syria, southern Turkey and possibly farther east in Mesopota-
mia. The area along the northern edge of the Fertile Crescent 
comprising part of Iraq and running along the Euphrates and 
west across Sinai and along the coast to Egypt, offered a mild 
climate and enough rain to provide an ideal environment for 
horses. Other historians suggest this unique breed originated 
in the southwestern part of Arabia. They suggest that the 
three great river beds in this area provided a natural wild pas-
ture and were obviously the centers in which the Arabian 
horse first appeared as an undomesticated creature. 
 
Because the interior of the Arabian peninsula has been dry 
for approximately 10,000 years, it would have been difficult, 
if not impossible, for horses to exist in that arid land without 
the aid of man. The domestication of the camel in about 3500 
B.C. provided the Bedouins with a means of transport and 
sustenance. It is thought that as the Bedouins moved into cen-
tral Arabia around 2500 B.C, that they took with them the 
prototype of the modern Arabian horse. 
Many equestrian historians today claim that while the Ara-
bian horse is an original breed, the modern horses that we 
have today were, in their opinions, obviously bred by some-
one, somewhere in their history. 
 
Ancient Middle Eastern history does not tell us in which 
country the Arabian horse was first domesticated, or whether 
they were first used for work or riding. Historians assume 
that they were probably used for both purposes in very early 
times and in various parts of the world. We do know, how-
ever that by 1500 B.C. the people of the east had obtained 
great mastery over their hot-blooded horses which were the 
forerunners of the modern breed which eventually became 
known as "Arabian." 
 
About 3500 years ago the horse brought tremendous changes 
in the east, including the valley of the Nile and beyond, 
changing human history and the face of the world. For in-
stance, once they obtained horses, the Egyptians became 
aware of the vast world beyond their own borders. The Phar-
aohs were able to extend the Egyptian empire by harnessing 
the horse to their chariots. Likewise, the empires of the Hurri-

ans, Hittites, Kassites, Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians and oth-
ers rose and fell under the thundering hooves of early horses. 
Early depictions of the horse appear on seal rings, stone pillars 
and various monuments with regularity after the 16th century B.
C. Egyptian hieroglyphics proclaimed the horses' value; Old Tes-
tament writings are filled with references to the horses' might 
and strength. King Solomon (around 900 years B.C.) eulogized 
the beauty of "a company of horses in Pharaoh's chariots," and 
later 490 B.C. the famous Greek horseman, Xinophon pro-
claimed that the horse was "a noble animal which exhibits itself 
in all its beauty, and is something so lovely and wonderful that it 
fascinates young and old alike." 
 
Origin of the Arabian Breed 
"And God took a handful of South wind and from it formed a 
horse, saying: "I create thee, Oh Arabian. To thy forelock, I bind 
Victory in battle. On thy back, I set a rich spoil And a Treasure 
in thy loins. I establish thee as one of the Glories of the Earth... I 
give thee flight without wings." -- from an Ancient Bedouin Leg-
end (Byford, et al. Origination of the Arabian Breed) 
 
The origin of the word "Arab" is still obscure. A popular concept 
links the word with nomadism, connecting it with the Hebrew 
"Arabha," dark land or steppe land, also with the Hebrew 
"Erebh," mixed and hence organized as opposed to organized 
and ordered life of the sedentary communities, or with the root 
"Abhar"-to move or pass. "Arab" is a Semitic word meaning 
"desert" or the inhabitant thereof, with no reference to national-
ity. In the Koran a'rab is used for Bedouins (nomadic desert 
dwellers) and the first certain instance of its Biblical use as a 
proper name occurs in Jeremiah 25:24: "Kings of Arabia," 
Jeremiah having lived between 626 and 586 B.C. Roman histori-
ans referred to the Nabataeans as Arabs and the Arabs as Na-
bataeans. (See 'Arabia' in History) The Arabs themselves seem to 
have used the word at an early date to distinguish the Bedouin 
from the Arabic-speaking town dwellers. 
 
After the fall of the East Roman Empire, Muslims from southern 
Arabia flooded into the Middle East. These Arabs rode the fa-
mous Arabian horse, and they used this horse as the main ele-
ment of their armed forces, as they smashed their way into the 
civilized world, and into parts of Europe. The prophet Moham-
med was instrumental in spreading the Arabian's influence 
among the Arabs. He mandated that the Arabians' numbers be 
increased, as the horses would be crucial to the inevitable battles 
that would be required for his religious conquests. He also pro-
claimed that Allah had created the Arabian, and that those who 
treated the horse well would be rewarded in the afterlife. These 
incentives, coupled with the Koran's instruction that "no evil 
spirit will dare to enter a tent where there is a purebred horse," 
further spurred the breeding of the Arabian. 
 
The Bedouin horse breeders were fanatic about keeping the 
blood of their desert steeds absolutely pure, and through line-
breeding and inbreeding, celebrated strains evolved which were 

History of the Arabian Horse 
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particularly prized for distinguishing characteristics and 
qualities. The mare evolved as the Bedouin's most treasured 
possession. The harsh desert environment ensured that only 
the strongest and keenest horse survived, and it was responsi-
ble for many of the physical characteristics distinguishing the 
breed to this day. 
 
Historical figures like Genghis Khan, Napoleon, Alexander 
the Great and George Washington rode Arabians. Even to-
day, one finds descendants from the earliest Arabian horses 
of antiquity. Then, a man's wealth was measured in his hold-
ings of these fine animals. Given that the Arabian was the 
original source of quality and speed, and remains foremost in 
the fields of endurance and soundness, he still either directly 
or indirectly contributed to the formation of virtually all the 
modern breeds of horses. 
 
The Middle East and the Arabian Horse 
By the time the Roman Empire overran Nabataea, the horse 
had become the transport animal of choice. Oxen and don-
keys were still used by local farmers and merchants, but the 
use of horses had usurped every other transport animal. 
Horses were used to pull carriages, chariots, and wagons. 
Horses were also used for individual riders. Horses were 
used in the army for mounted cavalry units and mounted 
archers and horses were used in the circus for entertaining, 
and even in the dangerous sport of chariot racing. 
Around 100 BC horses in Arabia started overtaking the 
camel in popularity, the later being relegated to being a sim-
ple pack animal while wealth was suddenly equated with the 
number of horses one owned. 
 
The Roman View of Horses 
Today we posses considerable knowledge about horses dur-
ing the Roman times, due in particular to the works of poets 
such as Virgil, Oppian, Nemesian and Gratius Faliscus, the 
geographer Strabo; the gentleman farmers Varro and Colu-
mella; and to the unknown traveler writing to his son in the 
work known to us as the Expositio Totius Mundi et Gentium. 
Pliny the Elder also throws a little light on the areas concern-
ing horse breeding and later on his nephew describes the fa-
cilities owned by gentlemen riders as well as the string of 
ponies owned by a fortunate child. 
 
In Roman literature we can discover three main categories of 
horses: the warhorse of Virgil, the hunting horses of Neme-
sian, Oppian and Gratius Faliscus, and the racehorses of 
Pelagonius. 
Columella and Pelagonius provide us with a description of 
what the ideals were in a horse: 
Small head, black eyes, nostrils open, wars short and picked 
up; neck flexible and broad without being long; mane thick 
and falling on the right side, broad and muscular chest, big 
straight shoulders, muscles sticking out all over the body, 
sides sloping in, double black, small belly, stones small and 
alike, flanks broad and drawn in, tail long and not bristly, 
for this is ugly; legs straight; knee round and small, and not 
turned in, buttocks and thighs full and muscular; hoofs black 

high and hollow, topping off with moderate sized coronets. 
He should in general be so formed as to be large, high, well 
set up, of an active look, and round-barreled in the propor-
tion proper to his length.(Pelagonius, Ars Vet., quotes in 
Morgan 1962, page 115) 
This is generally a description that today's horseman would 
agree with, especially for a horse that would be used for 
rigorous hard and stressful work. However, to obtain a 
horse like this, breeding must have taken place. 
 
There is ample evidence, as we will discover later, that 
breeding centers for horses were set up all over Europe and 
North Africa, and even in the Middle East. Horses that 
showed positive traits were cross bred to provide offspring 
with these traits. Eventually, with successive breeding, 
powerful and distinctive breeds of horses were developed in 
various parts of the Roman world. 
The list below explains the things that were desired in a 
horse. 
 
1. Small head. Heavy-headed horses nearly always have 
poorly proportioned bodies, which put the horse under a lot 
of strain when doing heavy work. 
2. Clear eyes. In ancient days, black eyes were preferred 
and today many breeders still prefer black eyes, however 
there is now no clinical proof that black eyes are any better 
than other colored eyes. The clearness of the eye is more 
important, and any cloudiness or spotting in the eye indi-
cates trouble. 
3. Open nostrils, or nostrils capable of extreme dilation. 
This is vital for an adequate intake of air, especially on a 
hard worked horse in hot weather. Battle chargers used by 
Roman cavalry on long campaigns had to endure long 
marches and be prepared to take action when they arrived at 
their destination. A horse that could not regulate its heat 
build-up would 'tie-up' and collapse. 
 
Another important aspect that the Roman army desired in 
their horses as a lack of intelligence. They preferred great 
strong horses that would not think for themselves but would 
blindly follow their masters into dangerous situations. Thus, 
the Roman cavalry was made up of great brutes of horses 
that charged into almost certain death with little fear. 
 
Unfortunately, the Arabian horse did not fit this require-
ment, as it was a very intelligent horse, capable of thinking 
for itself. It was highly prized by the Arabs, for its ability to 
survive in the desert, and was perfectly suited to individuals 
and small groups. As a result, the Arabian horse was not 
bred in the stables of Europe, but was relegated to the 
breeding activities of marginalized peoples in Arabia. 
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2006 Membership Form                                      
Name                                                                                         
                
AHA #               S.S. #                            
DOB                  Junior  Yes/No 
Address                                                                       State     
City                                                                           Zip                   
             
Phone #                                       Fax #                                        
URL                                        e-mail                                                   
AHA Adult with voting rights, Competition Card, Insurance and Club Dues                                                   $55.00______ 
AHA Adult with voting rights and Club Dues                                                                                                  $35.00______ 
AHA Youth with Competition card, Insurance and Club Dues                                                                         $30.00______ 
AHA Youth Club Dues, no Competition Card                                                                                                  $20.00______ 
Associate Club member                                                                                                                                    $15.00_______ 
 
               Mail to: TADRA, P.O. Box 532, Wortham, TX 76693                                                    ______ Total 
AHA members may renew TADRA membership on line at: www.arabianhorse.org , click Membership link 
 
Membership special for those who join before December 1, 2005. AHA adult members may receive one free junior membership 
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